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Understanding Risk

º The communicable disease prevention plan focuses on reducing the risk of workplace 

transmission of COVID -19 and other communicable diseases.

º Public Health strongly encourages all eligible students and staff to be fully vaccinated 

against COVID -19 to protect themselves and those around them.

º Following the direction of Public Health, there may be additional measures not included in 

this presentation implemented through the year, such as daily health checks, mask 

wearing, maximizing physical space, etc.



Measures, Practices and Policies

º Staff should use positive and inclusive strategies to engage students in preventative 

practices to reduce risk.

º Staff should utilize a trauma -informed lens when planning school activities and interacting 

with staff, students, and visitors.



Daily Health Check

º Before coming to work, all staff members must conduct a daily health check/ self assessment, and complete the 
Daily Personal Health Check (sign -in) upon arrival to school. The school will post reminders to all who enter the 
building. 

º Parents and caregivers should assess their children before sending them to school. The school will provide reminders 
to families and students.

º The K-12 Health Check App can be used for assessment of symptoms

º https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck?execution=e1s1

º All staff and students who have symptoms of illness must stay home, unless these are symptoms consistent with a 
previously diagnosed health condition eg . seasonal allergies

º For guidance on symptoms of illness refer to:

º Self- Assessment tool

º https://bc.thrive.health/covid19/en

º Call 8 -1-1 or family physician

º Use BCCDC symptom guide

º http://www.bccdc.ca/health -info/diseases -conditions/covid -19/about -covid -19/symptoms

https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck?execution=e1s1
https://bc.thrive.health/covid19/en
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/about-covid-19/symptoms


School procedures

º Students will enter and exit the school through the external door that is closest to their 

classroom

º Students are encouraged to arrive just prior to the first bell, whenever possible.

º Students who arrive early at school are encouraged to stay in one space only while 

waiting for classes to begin

º Students are encouraged to spread out as much as possible while waiting for buses at the 

end of the school day

º Students will need to follow room occupancy limits



Becoming sick at school

º Staff and students who become sick at school should be sent home as soon as possible

º If wait time is required before the sick individual can go home they will wait in an area 

isolated from others

º If staff must care for this individual, they should wear a mask and face shield, try to 

maintain physical distance, practice diligent hand hygiene, and use a physical barrier if 

appropriate.

º A log will be kept of who uses the sick room and when it is cleaned



Hand Hygiene & Respiratory Etiquette

º Rigorous hand washing with soap and water is the most effective way to reduce the 

spread of illness.

º Hand washing is encouraged upon school entry, before/after breaks and eating, using the 

washroom, using frequently touched shared equipment

º Cough and sneeze into elbow, sleeve, or tissue

º Throw away used tissues and immediately perform hand hygiene



Physical Distancing and Space Arrangement

º Respect personal space

º Follow signage and visual supports

º Use all available space to spread out

º Avoid and discourage crowding 

º Students will be encouraged to enter and exit the building through the closest external 

door to their class.



PPE - masks

º All staff and students are required to wear a mask indoors in schools and on school buses

º Exceptions include:

º those who are unable to wear a mask due to medical conditions

ºWhen eating or drinking

º All visitors are required to wear a mask as well

º Masks will be available for those who forget theirs

º Staff are encouraged to use a protective barrier when in close physical proximity to 

students



Cleaning and disinfecting

º Cleaning and disinfecting of frequently touched surfaces will continue at least once in a 

24- hour period



Visitor access

º Visitors to NISS are required to make appointments with the staff they wish to visit

º Only visitors whose purpose is related to student education or well -being will be permitted

º Staff are asked to inform office staff of any appointments they have made

º Exterior doors will be kept locked during the day

º Visitors must follow communicable disease protocol.

º Making an appointment, daily health check, signing in, wearing a mask



Ventilation and Circulation

º OHS regulations will be followed

º Recirculated air filters are MERV 13 or higher

º Try to maximize natural ventilation where/when possible (windows)

º Where and when possible consider moving activities outside



Staff Only Spaces

º Use available space to spread out

º Respect room occupancy limits (H&S team)

º Virtual meetings only

º Follow signage to prevent crowding



Personal Items

º Please do not share items that come in contact with the mouth

º Water bottles, mugs, cutlery, etc.

º Lockers or other storage spaces will be available for students who require them



Buses

º Students must wear a mask on the bus unless they are unable to do so for medical or 

behavioural reasons

º Students should spread out using all available seats

º Students should fill the back of the bus first 

º Students should exit the bus from the front first

º Students should sanitize their hands prior to boarding the bus 



General Overview and Suggestions

Á Encourage outside learning whenever possible;

Á Incorporate additional hand hygiene opportunities into the day;

Á Classrooms can be marked with floor markings and signage to direct traffic flow;

Á Put in procedures to avoid crowding in classrooms

Á Outside volunteers may be permitted in certain instances;  please check with your site 

supervisor;


