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Our central focus is to enable all learners to fulfill their potential 

 

April 2022  'Ma'wa'etłanx time of  moving into the oolichan grounds 

 

North Island Secondary School 
PO Box 100, Port McNeill, BC  V0N 2R0 

Tel:  250-956-3394  Fax: 250-956-2035 

Email: niss@sd85.bc.ca   Website: www.niss.ca 

 

 

 

Dear Families, 
Since coming back from Easter Break, our school has been a buzzing with excitement with our grade 12 Grads preparing 
scholarship applications and beginning to make the transition to the next part of their lives.  Students in other grades are 
also enjoying new training opportunities and the many field trips we have planned for our last quarter of the school year. 
 
In May, we will be excited to continue our work around promoting positive mental health as we host a NISS Wellness Day 
on the morning of May 12.  This day will have workshops for students and staff that promote overall wellness, with good 
food and door prizes.  
 
We are looking forward to all the good things to come in our final 
part of the year. 
 
Kindest regards,  
Jen Turner 

 
 
 
 

 
 
As Quarter three comes to an end, the reality is beginning to set 
in that we are into the “home stretch” of this school year.  This is 
a very exciting time at NISS with so many field trips, extracurricu-
lar activities, and amazing learning experiences taking place.   
 
It is also a great time to reflect on the resilience and cooperative 
nature of our students and school community as we had to navi-
gate a global pandemic together.  We are very grateful to every-
one who worked so hard and sacrificed to keep others safe.  
 
Ben Donoghue 

From the Principal 
Ms. Jen Turner 

jturner@sd85.bc.ca 

ISS 

EWS n 

From the Vice Principal 
Mr. Ben Donoghue 

bdonoghue@sd85.bc.ca 
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STUDENT INFORMATION 

NISS uses an automated email system to send out 

attendance notices and important school infor-

mation.  Please ensure that we have your current 

email, mailing address and phone numbers on file so 

that we may communicate effectively. 

Parents may email teachers directly regarding stu-

dents.  Staff contact information is available on our 

website at: https://nis.sd85.bc.ca/  

PAC MEMBERS 
Wanted—person interested in being the Chair. 

 

PAC is looking for a new Chair for the rest of the school year.  
If you are interested in joining the PAC  follow this link to 

read more on what a PAC is and does:  
https://www.sd85.bc.ca/wordpress/parent-resources/

parent-advisory-council/  
If you are able to volunteer for a monthly meeting and/or 

school activities, please contact the school at: 
(250) 956-3394 . 

ATTENDANCE 

If your child is going to be absent from school, please phone, 

send a note or email the office to excuse them.   

If you receive an absent email and you have questions about 

it, please reply to the email.  Attendance emails are read 

throughout the day. 

Students leaving during the day must sign out in the office.  

They will not be marked excused until a parent phones or 

emails the office. 

Students that are sick during the day will be sent home only 

after a parent has been contacted.  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

April 22—Quarter 3 ends 

April 26—Numeracy 10 Assessment 9:00 AM 

April 27—Literacy 10 Assessment 9:00 AM 

 Grade 9 Immunization shots 

April 28—Literacy 12 Assessment 9:00 AM 

 Grade 10 Immunization shots 

April 29—Quarter 3 Final Report cards mailed 

May 6—District Pro D—no school 

May 12— NISS Wellness Day 

May 23—Victoria Day—no school 

May 27—Quarter 4 Interim Report Cards 

SCENT FREE ZONE 

A reminder that NISS is a 

scent free zone.  Students 

and visitors to the school, 

please refrain from using 

scented products while on 

NISS Property. 

 

IDLE FREE ZONE 

A reminder to all student 

and parent drivers to fol-

low the idle 

free zone 

rules while 

on NISS 

property. 

ALLERGIES!! 

We have students and staff with severe aller-

gies.  They are: 

PEANUTS  

PEANUT PRODUCTS 

MINT 

PERFUME 

SESAME SEEDS 

BALLOONS (LATEX PRODUCTS) 

SHELLFISH 

KIWI 

TREE NUTS SUCH AS WALNUTS, HAZELNUTS, 

PECANS,BRAZIL NUTS 

Visitors to the School 

All parents, guardians and visitors to NISS must ensure that 

they have made an appointment ahead of time to meet with 

Administration and staff.  Personal items that could be con-

sidered a weapon should not be brought into the school at 

any time. 

https://www.sd85.bc.ca/wordpress/parent-resources/parent-advisory-council/
https://www.sd85.bc.ca/wordpress/parent-resources/parent-advisory-council/
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 Art Showcase  Grade 11—12 
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Thank you! 

Dr. Armogam’s office for the donation of a case of personal sanitizer bottles. 

Regional District of Mount Waddington for the donation of Adobe software for the art room. 

Port McNeill Lions for their generous donations to our Breakfast program 

NISS Clothing Order 
 

Hoodies- $42 
Zip-Up Hoodies- $50 

Crew Neck Sweatshirt- $36 
T-Shirts- $22 

Long Sleeve T-Shirts- $26 
Sweatpants- $32 

 
Cash only please by April 29, 2022 

Order forms are in front of the office  
This is the last order for the school year, 

 the next one will be in October. 

 

Art Showcase 11-12 
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St. Patrick’s Day 

Seven Hills Golf Tees 

Grade 10 shop class cut out and 

painted golf tees for the Seven 

Hills’ Golf Club 
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Erase is all about building safe and caring school communities.  This includes empowering students, parents, educators and the 

community partners who support them to get help with challenges., report concerns to schools, and learn about complex issues 
facing students.  Services and Information Topics are: 

Online Safety, Mental Health & Well-Being, Bullying & Violence, Substance Use, and  
Sexual Orientation & Gender Identity.  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/erase  

Each spring, families of the Kwakwaka’wakw First Nation journey to a sacred place along the coast of British Columbia 
known as Dzawadi, or Knight Inlet, to follow the age-old tradition of rendering what is called t’lina from the oil of the tiny 
eulachon fish.  The eulachon is one of 12 species belonging to the smelt family.  It is a small silvery fish, 15 to 29 cm long 
and sometimes called candlefish.  T’lina is a food staple, a condiment, a highly prized medicine, and holds great im-
portance in potlatches as a symbol of cultural wealth for Native people all along the West Coast and into the Interior of 
British Columbia.  In Kwakwaka’wakw society, the highest honor a chief can perform is to give away, or potlatch the t’lina.  
T’lina was widely traded through out the Pacific Northwest for thousands of years.  In the link to the exhibit below, you 
will see the process of rendering the eulachon oil.  You will be introduced to three young boys who made their own t’lina 
in the spring of 2002.  It is very important that the tradition of making t’lina is passed down to the young people so that 
this practice is never lost.  Here is the link to the exhibit at U’mista Cultural Centre called Preserving the Tradition of T’lina 
Making 
http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/sgc-cms/histoires_de_chez_nous-community_stories/pm_v2.php?
id=exhibit_home&fl=0&lg=English&ex=00000328&pg=0  
 
As the first fish to return to the river after winter, eulachon/oolichan were a valued source of fresh protein.  They were 
also dried as a method of preservation.  Another key role that eulachon/oolichan played was as a trade item.  The fish 
were rendered for their grease which is highly valued on the coast and in the interior.  Grease trails have been identified 
from the Pacific Ocean well into the interior of BC.  These were the trails used by aboriginal traders who brought grease 
to the interior and brought goods and supplies back to the coast.   
 
The rendering of  eulachon/oolichan was a time and labour intensive activity for the people.  Eulachon/oolichan grease is 
made by putting the fish in a pit, where the blood drains into cedar boughs laid on the bottom.  The eulachon/oolichan 
ferment for several days until their eyes turn red before they're moved to another box for cooking at a precise tempera-
ture that releases the grease.  The grease is skimmed off, strained and then bottled. 

For pronunciation of the words, please go to the link below: 

https://www.firstvoices.com/explore/FV/sections/Data/Kwak'wala/Kwak%CC%93wala/Kwak%CC%93wala/search/?

query=eulachon  Thank you to Juanita Johnston from U’Mista Cultural Centre for her research and help. 

 

'Ma'wa'etłanx time of  moving into the oolichan grounds 

Words relating to Eulachon: 

t̓samta—stringing eulachons on a stick to smoke 

taga’ɫ—eulachon net, bag net 

t̓ɫi’na’kantɫax gan ɫak̓astanx—I put (eulachon) grease 

in my seaweed 

k̓alayu—shaker 

wayut ̓an—half-smoked eulachons,  

samgat ̓si—container to boil eulachons over a fire (like 

a vat) 

t̓samdak—dry-smoked eulachons,  

t̓sapan—I’m having (eulachon) grease 

samka—put eulachons into hot water & cover it to 

boil 

takila—making an eulachon net 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/erase
http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/sgc-cms/histoires_de_chez_nous-community_stories/pm_v2.php?id=exhibit_home&fl=0&lg=English&ex=00000328&pg=0
http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/sgc-cms/histoires_de_chez_nous-community_stories/pm_v2.php?id=exhibit_home&fl=0&lg=English&ex=00000328&pg=0
https://www.firstvoices.com/explore/FV/sections/Data/Kwak'wala/Kwak%CC%93wala/Kwak%CC%93wala/search/?query=eulachon
https://www.firstvoices.com/explore/FV/sections/Data/Kwak'wala/Kwak%CC%93wala/Kwak%CC%93wala/search/?query=eulachon
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Forest Academy 
Students from NISS and PHSS have 

begun their Forestry Academy.  

On April 11 and 12, students 

worked hard at the North Island 

College Campus in Port Hardy to 

earn their Occupational First Aid 

Level 1 and 2 tickets.  In the up-

coming months, students will be 

learning various jobs and receiving 

valuable on-site training they can 

use in future forest and industry 

jobs.  This program runs each year 

for grade 11 and 12 students and 

all training is fully funded by the 

School District. 

Forestry Academy learns how to plant trees 

on a Bonanza Cut Block with the support of 

Megan from Strategic, just in time for Earth 

Day!   
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 Learning Commons Hours for Q3 

Mon/Wed/Fri 8:30 to 8:48 

Tuesdays—Lunchtime and A Block 

Mrs. Nimfa Casson 

Teacher-librarian/Law 12/Social Justice 12 

 

Each year the month of April is set aside as National Poetry Month, a time to celebrate poets and their craft.   

This year, let’s celebrate some of our NISS Poets!  

 

Haikus 

Brynn Egely  

Pouring rain outside   Chest is in anguish   Flowers bloom outside 

Decide to shelter inside   As I hear more of the war     As the day slowly go by 

Found a place to hide   Pains me to the core.   Clouds will fill the sky 

 

The Cycle 

Sarah McDowell 

 Boundless groves of emerald green, stems perfectly unseen. 

A tottering old wood bridge sits forgotten in the weeds, not a foot could  

cross the threshold, but it matters not, there is no need. 

The secret garden is a mystery. 

Tiny toes touch a swing as it sways to and fro, like metronomic beat of a wing. 

A gentle brush of magic dust tempts the flowers to crawl over a broken fence’s rust. 

The massive oaks provide the shade, only Gaea knows how they were made. 

Strange things happen in the secret garden. 

Amassing amidst the masses, leaves cover the pocket of extinct grasses. 

Hidden amongst the remains of a thrashed planet, the place is covered in a moss blanket. 

The only creatures to enter the pocket, put it in a box in their mind and lock it. 

Because fairies tend the secret garden. 

 

  Let’s Lift Each Other Up      Being Kind is Free 

  Kaisuan Llewellyn      Laci Zimmermann 

 

  The world seems lost,      Wearing Pink 

  And everyone has a different answer.    Shows people you think 

  In this time we must remember,     Showing people you care 

  That we all are people.      And that you are aware. 

  Whether we like it or not,     Wear what you want 

  We all live on this planet.     Doesn’t matter the colour or font, 

  So instead of breaking each other down,   Wear a pink tee 

  Let’s lift each other up!      Cause being kind is free! 
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Easter Basket for National Poetry Month Writing Event 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Quarter Book Features 

 

Public Health Immunization Program 

A grade 9/10 student can make an informed decision about im-
munization regardless of their parent/guardian/representative 

decision to consent or refuse immunization.  
For more information visit HealthLinkBC: The Infants Act, Mature 

Minor Consent and Immunization. 
Contact the local Health Unit if you have any questions.  Port 

McNeill Health Unit - 250-956-4711 

In celebration of April as National 

Poetry Month, NISS students were 

encouraged to participate in the 

Learning Commons’ school-wide po-

etry writing activity and the chance 

to win an Easter Basket of goodies.  

One poem = One Entry! 

 

The winner of this basket is Brynn 

Egely.  

Art Showcase 11-12 

https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/infants-act-mature-minor-consent-and-immunization
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/infants-act-mature-minor-consent-and-immunization
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 Amended School Calendar for 2022/23 


