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Our central focus is to enable all learners to fulfill their potential 

 

March 2022  K’wik’wa’lanx - Everything sprouting time 

 

North Island Secondary School 
PO Box 100, Port McNeill, BC  V0N 2R0 

Tel:  250-956-3394  Fax: 250-956-2035 

Email: niss@sd85.bc.ca   Website: www.niss.ca 

Dear Families, 

For the past two years North Island Secondary School has 

operated on the Quarter System where students have 

attended two classes each day for 10 weeks.  Each class is about 2.5 - 3 hours long, and students are enrolled in 

two courses per quarter. 

We went to the Quarter System at the start of the pandemic when we returned in-person schooling.  This system 

was used because we were in cohorts and to reduce the amount of traffic and congestion in the hallways.  The 

district continued to have both high schools use this system for this current school year for continued health and 

safety reasons during a pandemic year. 

Prior to the Pandemic, the school was in the Semester System.  In the Semester System, students attended four 

classes each day for 20 weeks.  The Classes were 70 minutes long, and once per week there was a 2 hour and 15 

minute "long block" in the afternoon.  

Now that COVID-19 restrictions have eased, solid health and safety measures are in place, and vaccination rates 

are high, we asked everyone through a survey in our school community which scheduling system was best for 

students, and for our school.  We had a very high participation rate on 

our survey. 

The results of the survey are in, and we are pleased to announce that we 

are returning to the Semester System for the 2022-2023 school year at 

NISS, and PHSS. 

Thank-you so much for your feedback. Your voice helps make our school 

a better place for students and our whole community. 

We are wishing everyone a beautiful Spring Break! 

Kindest regards, 

Jen Turner, Principal 

Ben Donoghue, Vice-Principal 

From the Principal 
Ms. Jen Turner 

jturner@sd85.bc.ca 

ISS 

EWS n 
From the Vice Principal 
Mr. Ben Donoghue 

bdonoghue@sd85.bc.ca 
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STUDENT INFORMATION 

NISS uses an automated email system to send out 

attendance notices and important school infor-

mation.  Please ensure that we have your current 

email, mailing address and phone numbers on file so 

that we may communicate effectively. 

Parents may email teachers directly regarding stu-

dents.  Staff contact information is available on our 

website at: https://nis.sd85.bc.ca/  

PAC MEMBERS 
Wanted—person interested in being the Chair. 

 

PAC is looking for a new Chair for the rest of the school year.  
If you are interested in joining the PAC  follow this link to 

read more on what a PAC is and does:  
https://www.sd85.bc.ca/wordpress/parent-resources/

parent-advisory-council/  
If you are able to volunteer for a monthly meeting and/or 

school activities, please contact the school at: 
(250) 956-3394 . 

ATTENDANCE 

If your child is going to be absent from school, please phone, 

send a note or email the office to excuse them.   

If you receive an absent email and you have questions about 

it, please reply to the email.  Attendance emails are read 

throughout the day. 

Students leaving during the day must sign out in the office.  

They will not be marked excused until a parent phones or 

emails the office. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

March 21 to April 1—Spring Break 

April 4—School reopens 

April 8—Grad photo retakes 

April 22—Quarter 3 ends 

April 26—Numeracy 10 Assessment 9:00 AM 

April 27—Literacy 10 Assessment 9:00 AM 

April 28—Literacy 12 Assessment 9:00 AM 

April 29—Quarter 3 Final Report cards mailed 

 

SCENT FREE ZONE 

A reminder that NISS is a 

scent free zone.  Students 

and visitors to the school, 

please refrain from using 

scented products while on 

NISS Property. 

 IDLE FREE ZONE 

A reminder to all student 

and parent drivers to fol-

low the idle 

free zone 

rules while 

on NISS 

property. 

Thank you! 
North Island Community Services Society for your gener-

ous donation to the school. 

 

ALLERGIES!! 

We have students and staff with severe aller-

gies.  They are: 

PEANUTS  

PEANUT PRODUCTS 

MINT 

PERFUME 

SESAME SEEDS 

BALLOONS (LATEX PRODUCTS) 

SHELLFISH 

KIWI 

TREE NUTS SUCH AS WALNUTS, HAZELNUTS, 

PECANS,BRAZIL NUTS 

Visitors to the School 

All parents, guardians and visitors to NISS must ensure that 

they have made an appointment ahead of time to meet with 

Administration and staff.  Personal items that could be con-

sidered a weapon should not be brought into the school at 

any time. 

https://www.sd85.bc.ca/wordpress/parent-resources/parent-advisory-council/
https://www.sd85.bc.ca/wordpress/parent-resources/parent-advisory-council/
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Girls Soccer Fundraiser 

After Spring Break 

Want to know the most DELICIOUS way to support us? Order Purdys chocolates from our fundraiser! 
 

This year, we’re hoping to raise money for the 2022 NISS Girls’ Soccer season and we need YOUR help! 
 

From now until March 29, you can order Purdys treats from our fundraiser by joining our campaign and browsing the 
tastiest selection of chocolates online. Shop gifts for family, friends, neighbours AND yourself in one convenient place.  

After all orders are submitted, we’ll sort, distribute, and let you know when you can collect your goodies. 
 

What you’ll need to order: 
1.  Our campaign number: 63025 
2.  Go to our fundraising website: https://fundraising.purdys.com/join.aspx/1546546-95179  
3.  Click “Join Campaign” 
4.  Shop, shop, shop away! 
 
Thank you EVERYONE for your support.  Even if you can’t buy chocolates from us, it would mean the world if you could 
share this fundraiser link to everyone you know! 
Happy chocolating! 

When we return to school on April 4, 2022 what Covid-19 restrictions are removed? 

Masks will no longer be mandatory in our school building or on buses, and will become a personal choice 

School visitors are welcome to our school, but must call our school office for an appointment 250-956-3394 

What will stay the same? 

Daily health checks for staff and students https://bc.thrive.health/covid19/en 

Don’t come to school if you are sick 

Hand hygiene is mandatory and stations will continue to be used and available 

Masks will still be available at the office if needed 

https://fundraising.purdys.com/join.aspx/1546546-95179
https://bc.thrive.health/covid19/en
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Erase is all about building safe and caring school communities.  This includes empowering students, parents, educators and the 

community partners who support them to get help with challenges., report concerns to schools, and learn about complex issues 
facing students.  Services and Information Topics are: 

Online Safety, Mental Health & Well-Being, Bullying & Violence, Substance Use, and  
Sexual Orientation & Gender Identity.  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/erase  

Although we express the sentiment that everyday is “pink shirt” or anti-bullying day at 

North Island Secondary, one day in February is recognized as our nation’s Anti-bullying 

Day. Our staff are always equipping our students with skills and strategies for being kind, 

assisting others and reporting.  Reporting is key—as a school, we can help students and 

families with concerns when we know inappropriate behaviours are occurring. Having 

students report incidents they have experienced or witnessed protects everyone and is an 

important step in solving the problem. Distinguishing between behaviours and attitudes is 

important as a shared language helps all (perpetrator, target, bystander and ally) involved 

in the situation. 

Rude = Inadvertently saying or doing something that hurts someone else. 

Rudeness is often spontaneous, unplanned and often based on thoughtlessness, poor manners or self-centredness and 

the actions were not intended to harm others.  This may be jumping in line before others, boasting about ones’ assets, 

or actions (burping, gestures etc.) that are socially unacceptable.  

Mean = Purposefully saying or doing something to hurt someone once (or maybe twice.) 

An important distinction between rudeness and meanness is intent—mean behaviour aims to hurt or depreciate. 

Meanness is often motivated by feelings of anger or the desire to prop oneself up in comparison to the person being 

put down.  

Bullying = Intentionally aggressive behavior, repeated over time and an imbalance of power.  

Bullies do or say things on purpose with the intent to hurt others and often, show no sense of regret or remorse—even 

when their targets show or express their hurt or tell the aggressors to stop. Bullying may be physical, verbal, relational, 

or carried out via technology. 

Can you identify the following situations as rude, mean or bullying?  Check your answers on the last page of the 

newsletter. 

1.  Devin and David are friends. In school, they had an argument. Devin called David a name and David shoved Devin 

out of the way. 

2.  Talia makes plans to go to the school dance with her new friend, Gwen. Katie tells Talia that if she hangs out at the 

dance with Gwen that everyone will think she is a total weirdo and no one will like her anymore. At lunch that day, 

Katie convinces everyone that it would be a really funny joke to all laugh out loud when Talia approached the lunch 

table. 

3.  Pilar tells Martine that she can’t sit with her on the bus because she is saving the seat for the new student that was 

enrolled today. 

4.  Pat tells  Morgan that they can’t play Lego together because “you are the worst builder in the whole first grade.” 

 

Credit and adaptations from the work of Signe Whitson 

 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/erase
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Legion Poster and Essay Winners 
Lyra Fletcher placed 1st in the Essay contest 

Sarah McDowell placed 3rd in the Poster contest 

NISS Olympics 

Team Canada was the winner of the NISS Olym-

pics. Members of the team were Sydney Cote, 

Jack Barrett, Zach Spafford, Taylor Spafford, Evan 

Manke, and Matthew Datos.  Team Chad was the 

runner up.  Events held were volleyball, 4 X 100 

relay, floor hockey, Tug of War and tie-breaker 

indoor soccer,  
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 Learning Commons Hours for Q3 

Mon/Wed/Fri 8:30 to 8:48 

Tuesdays—Lunchtime and A Block 

Mrs. Nimfa Casson 

Teacher-librarian/Law 12/Social Justice 12 

~ Book Features of the Quarter ~  

 
Midnight at the Dragon Café by JudyFong Bates 

Set in the 1960s, Judy Fong Bates’ much-talked-about debut novel is the story of a young girl, the daughter of a 

small Ontario town’s solitary Chinese family, whose life is changed over the course of one summer when she learns 

the burden of secrets. Through Su-Jen’s eyes, the hard life behind the scenes at the Dragon Café unfolds.  As Su-

Jen’s father works continually for a better future, her mother, a beautiful but embittered woman, settles uneasily 

into their new life.  Su-Jen feels the weight of her mother’s unhappiness as Su-Jen’s life takes her outside the res-

taurant and far from the customs of the traditional past.  When Su-Jen’s half-brother arrives, smoldering under the 

responsibilities he must bear as the dutiful Chinese son, he forms an alliance with Su-Jen’s mother, one that will 

have devastating consequences.  Written in spare, intimate prose, Midnight at the Dragon Café is a vivid portrait of 

a childhood divided by two cultures and touched by unfulfilled longings and unspoken secrets. 

 

The Son of the House by Onyemelukwe-Onuobia 

A powerful and intimate narrative of bravery, of overcoming personal injustice, and having the strength to face 

difficult truths about oneself. ― Sunday Times 

The Son of the House is a compelling novel about two women caught in a constricting web of tradition, class, gen-

der, and motherhood. ― Foreword Review 

The Son of the House is filled with drama and loss and hope, weaving together the lives of these women who help 

each other navigate the patriarchal society that threatens to smother them.... Onyemelukwe-Onuobia leaves the 

readers with no choice but to identify with these women, to understand them and to feel their pain. It’s beautifully 

written and intimate; an incredible first novel and hopefully the first of many. ― City Press 

  

Kobzar’s children: A Century of Untold Ukrainian Stories edited by Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch 

The Kobzars were the blind minstrels of Ukraine, who memorized the epic poems and stories of 100 genera-

tions.  Traveling around the country, they stopped in towns and villages along the way, where they told their 

tales and were welcomed by all.  During the early years of Stalin's regime in the USSR, the Kobzars wove their 

traditional stories with contemporary warnings of soviet repression, famine, and terror.  When Stalin heard 

of it, he called the first conference of Kobzars in Ukraine.  Hundreds congregated.  Then Stalin had them mur-

dered.  As the storytellers of Ukraine died, so too did their stories. 

Kobzar's Children is an anthology of short historical fiction, memoirs, and poems written about the Ukrainian 

immigrant experience.  The stories span a century of history from 1905 to 2004; and they contain the voices 

of people who lived through internment as enemy aliens, homesteading, famine, displacement, concentra-

tion camps, and this new century's Orange Revolution. 

 

Wings of Fire Series by Tui Ti Sutherland 

Not every dragonet wants a destiny . . . Clay has grown up under the mountain, chosen along 

with four other dragonets to fulfill a mysterious prophecy and end the war between the dragon 

tribes of Pyrrhia.  He's not so sure about the prophecy part, but Clay can't imagine not living with 

the other dragonets; they're his best friends.  So when one of the dragonets is threatened, all five 

spring into action.  Together, they will choose freedom over fate, leave the mountain, and fulfill 

their destiny -- on their own terms.  The New York Times bestselling Wings of Fire series takes 

flight in this first graphic novel edition, adapted by the author with art by Mike Holmes. 
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Graphic Novel Adaptations of Classic Books 

Any adaptation of a book can never truly replace the original work, but it’s often revelatory to 

experience a story in a new medium; it’s like seeing, if only imperfectly, through someone 

else’s eyes. 

The rise of comics or graphic novels as a “respectable” medium is a case in point.  

Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Macbeth, ,Merchant of Venice, and Romeo and Juliet; Victor Hugo’s 

The Hunchback of Notre Dame; Herman Melville’s Moby Dick; and Robert Louis Stevenson’s 

Treasure Island are a few of this genre feature this quarter.  These adaptations aim to honor 

and embellish rather than replace the books on which they are based—because how could 

they?  In creating visual versions of classic works, the brilliant artists behind them allow us to 

see, literally and figuratively, the stories we love from new angles.   

 

The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander 

The New Jim Crow is a stunning account of the rebirth of a caste-like system in the United States, one that 

has resulted in millions of African Americans locked behind bars and then relegated to a permanent second

-class status—denied the very rights supposedly won in the Civil Rights Movement. 

 

“Two years after Obama’s election, Alexander put the entire criminal justice system on trial, exposing racial 

discrimination from lawmaking to policing to the denial of voting rights to ex-prisoners. This bestseller 

struck the spark that would eventually light the fire of Black Lives Matter.” 

~Ibram X. Kendi, The New York Times 

“One of the most influential books of the last 20 years.”—Chronicle of Higher Education 

 

One Earth: People of Colour Protecting Our Planet by Anuradha Rao 

One Earth profiles Black, Indigenous, and People of Colour (BIPOC) who live and work as environ-

mental defenders.  These twenty short biographies feature diverse activists of all ages from around 

the world.  From saving ancient trees on the West Coast of Canada to protecting the Irrawaddy 

dolphins of India, learn about these environmental heroes and how they went from being kids who 

cared about the environment to leaders in their field.  

 

“Thought-provoking reading for young people figuring out their own contributions.  This valuable 

compilation shows that Earth’s salvation lies in the diversity of its people.”―Kirkus Reviews 

 

“The activists’ stories are extraordinary...It’s a powerful answer to Rao’s framing questions: ‘Who is 

an environmental defender?  What does she or he look like?  Maybe like you.  Maybe like me.’”―Publishers Weekly 

 

 

A Mind Spread Out on the Ground by Alicia Elliott 

In an urgent and visceral work that asks essential questions about the treatment of Native people in North America while drawing 

on intimate details of her own life and experience with intergenerational trauma, Alicia Elliott offers indispensable insight into the 

ongoing legacy of colonialism.  She engages with such wide-ranging topics as race, parenthood, love, 

mental illness, poverty, sexual assault, gentrification, writing and representation, and in the process 

makes connections both large and small between the past and present, the personal and political--from 

overcoming a years-long battle with head lice to the way Native writers are treated within the Canadian 

literary industry; her unplanned teenage pregnancy to the history of dark matter and how it relates to 

racism in the court system; her childhood diet of Kraft Dinner to how systemic oppression is directly 

linked to health problems in Native communities. 

With deep consideration and searing prose, Elliott provides a candid look at our past, an illuminating por-

trait of our present and a powerful tool for a better future. 
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Jody Wilson-Raybould was raised to be a leader.  Inspired by the example of her grandmother, who 

persevered throughout her life to keep alive the governing traditions of her people, and raised as the 

daughter of a hereditary chief and Indigenous leader, Wilson-Raybould always knew she would take on 

leadership roles and responsibilities.  She never anticipated, however, that those roles would lead to a 

journey from her home community of We Wai Kai in British Columbia to Ottawa as Canada’s first Indige-

nous Minister of Justice and Attorney General in the Cabinet of then newly elected Prime Minister, Justin 

Trudeau. 

 

Indian in the Cabinet: Speaking Truth to Power is the story of why Wilson-Raybould got into federal 

politics, her experience as an Indigenous leader sitting around the Cabinet table, her proudest achieve-

ments, the very public SNC-Lavalin affair, and how she got out and moved forward.  Now sitting as an Independent Member in Par-

liament, Wilson-Raybould believes there is a better way to govern and a better way for politics—one that will make a better country 

for all. 

 

Billie Eilish: The Unofficial Biography by Adrian Besley 

With number one albums in multiple countries and five Grammys under her belt, Billie Eilish has 

become a pop sensation.  Billie was a promising young dancer until musical success came literally 

overnight in 2015.  A song she uploaded to SoundCloud received a thousand plays in twenty-four 

hours.  The thirteen-year-old's voice intoxicated listeners and the track went viral.  Billie and her 

brother, Finneas, produced a series of eclectic but equally bewitching tracks, which drew fans from 

around the world.  Follow her journey from singing in her bedroom to performing at huge arenas, 

and find out what makes Billie Eilish the most extraordinary teenage star in the world. 

  

Borders by Thomas King and Illustrated by Natasha Donovan 

From two celebrated Indigenous creators comes a powerful graphic novel about a family caught be-

tween nations. 

Borders is a masterfully told story of a boy and his mother whose road trip from Alberta to Salt Lake 

City is thwarted at the border when they identify their citizenship as Blackfoot.  Refusing to identify as 

either American or Canadian first bars their entry into the US, and then their return into Canada.  In the 

limbo between countries, they find power in their connection to their identity and to each other. 

 

This much-anthologized story has been adapted into a gripping graphic novel by award-winning artist 

Natasha Donovan. A beautifully told tale with broad appeal, Borders resonates deeply with themes of 

identity, justice, and belonging. 

 

 
    

 

As a teacher-librarian, I can help classrooms in many different ways.  I can collaborate with teachers to help on various topics/issues 

through the books I choose and are made available in the Learning Commons.  

This year my main focus as the teacher-librarian here at NISS is to promote diversity and inclusivity and, create a sense of communi-

ty by making the Learning Common space more welcoming to all … staff, students, and visitors. 

The books featured above are about numerous Indigenous ways of preparing First Nations cuisine that has been in existence for a 

very long time.  Our Foods teacher, Ms Ricki McCrae makes sure that students learn and experience this type of food preparation. 

To support her, these books were added to the collection and are made available to her and her students.    
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Shop Projects 

Garrett Beek’s custom axe 

Summer Lambert using the 

CNC Plasma Cutter 
Summer Lambert’s horse jump stand-

ards 

Garrett Beek geared up for safety 

Friday Morning Ice Skating 
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  Be kind  -   Be Calm  -  Be Safe 

 

 Kwak̓wala Place Names: 

 

T̓sa̱lg̱wadi “warm river” (Tsulquate Reserve) 

Gwa̱’dzi “big north” (Quatsi River and Port Hardy) 

Wiwa’mis “fishing place” (Coal Harbour) 

Tsax̱is “stream running on beach” (Fort Rupert) 

Sa’gwa’s “meat cutting place” (Suquash) 

Giyux̱w “having steelhead salmon” (Keogh River) 

Dła̱xsiwe’ “cinquefoil on the point” (Cluxewe) 

‘Nalax̱stala “having daylight” (Port McNeill) 

T̓łatł̓ask̓udi’s “seaward opposite beaches” (Sointula)  

Gwa’ni “flowing from the north” (Nimpkish River) 

‘Ya̱lis “spread leg beach” (Alert Bay) 

Ḵ̓wag̱is “fish traps on beach” (Beaver Cove) 

T̓ug̱wax̱su’ “narrow entrance” (Telegraph Cove)  

 

1  Devin & David: Devin and David are engaging in rough play, or rude behavior. This is not bullying because they are usually 

friends, the power balance is relatively equal and there may not have been an intent to harm each other. 

2  Talia & Katie: Katie is acting like a bully. She has creating an unfair balance of power by getting all of the girls at the lunch table 

to laugh at Talia. She is also using words like “everyone” and “no one” to threaten Talia about how she will be socially excluded if 

she does not do what Katie wants her to do. 

3  Pilar & Martine: Pilar is being rude, but there is no evidence of intentional meanness, repetitive behavior or a power imbalance.   

4  Pat & Morgan: Pat is being mean. It appears that the words are intended to hurt Morgan. There is no evidence of repetitive 

Public Health Immunization Program 

Immunization consent packages for grade 9/10 students will be sent home shortly. Follow the instructions in-
side the consent package and return the signed consent form to the school. Students in grade 9/10 will be 
offered immunizations in school-based clinics. Please discuss the information in the consent package with your 
child and include them in the decision to provide consent for immunization. This is an opportunity for  
adolescents to start making decisions about their own health.  
 
Immunizations will be provided at the school for grade 9/10 students at  

North Island Secondary School on April 27 and April 28, 2022. 
 

A grade 9/10 student can make an informed decision about immunization regardless of their parent/guardian/
representative decision to consent or refuse immunization.  

For more information visit HealthLinkBC: The Infants Act, Mature Minor Consent and Immunization. 

Contact the local Health Unit if you have any questions.  Port McNeill Health Unit - 250-956-4711 

 Student GSA ceiling artwork in Room 104 

GSA Claiming Spaces Project 2022 

https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/infants-act-mature-minor-consent-and-immunization

