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  September/ October 2021 k’wi’lanx 

 

North Island Secondary School 
PO Box 100, Port McNeill, BC  V0N 2R0 

Tel:  250-956-3394  Fax: 250-956-2035 

Email: niss@sd85.bc.ca   Website: www.niss.ca 

 

 

 

Gilakas’la, Families! 

I would like to introduce myself as the new Principal of North Island Secondary 

School.  

I have previously worked as an Administrator in Alert Bay, and for Comox Valley 

School District for many years.  I am honoured to be working with an incredible 

school team at North Island Secondary School, supporting your children to learn, grow and be successful. 

We are very excited about the upcoming year at North Island Secondary School, and we have had a great 

start to the school year. Our School’s Inquiry Project focuses this year on Social Emotional Learning to im-

prove the social emotional well-being and academic outcomes for our students. We are also continuing our 

work on the garden/courtyard project, the Aboriginal Enhancement agreement, literacy and numeracy initia-

tives, community connections, career exploration, Forestry Program, school sports, place based education, 

hands-on learning, and wellness with a focus on inspiring social and emotional learning practices.  

Over the summer, there have been a few additional changes to the North Island Secondary School staff be-

sides me as Principal. Please join me in welcoming Robert Head, Robert El-Tantawy, Kenzie Grayson, Debbie 

Janveau, John Bramham, Melanie Weber, and Cassidy Lasota.  Welcome back to 

Leasa Campbell as well. 

We look forward to working with all students, parents, and community members in 

creating a positive learning community that supports all our learners. Please don’t 

hesitate to contact me during the year if you have any questions or concerns. 

Kindest Regards, 

Jen Turner 

       

 

 

 

From the Principal 
Ms. Jen Turner 

jturner@sd85.bc.ca 
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Our central focus is to enable all learners to fulfill their potential          
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What is Cops for Cancer Tour de Rock? 

 

The short answer is it’s a two-week, 1,200-kilometre bike ride for a team of first responders who raise money for children 
and their families affected by pediatric cancer. But it’s so much more than that. It’s the biggest community event on Van-
couver Island — unifying every community from Victoria to Port Alice as we rally together to support children who are 
battling cancer. 

It’s almost impossible to articulate the way in which Vancouver Island residents have made the Tour de Rock one of the 
most successful and longest-running fundraisers in the province. It’s Vancouver Islanders — from schoolchildren and 
their parents to volunteers and the generous business community — who are really the backbone of the Tour de Rock. 
Without you, we would just be a group of people riding bikes 

So where did the idea of a bike ride down Vancouver Island come from? The story goes back to 1994 and to Alberta. It 
was there that an Edmonton police officer named Gary Goulet befriended a young boy with cancer. Chemotherapy had 
robbed the boy of his hair and he was being ridiculed by other kids for it. 

Goulet, who already had a shaved head, wanted to show the boy that it was OK to be bald, and offered to pose for a pho-
to with him in front of a police cruiser. Other cops joined in. In fact, seven shaved their heads for the occasion. That was 
the start of Cops for Cancer. 

By 1997, the Cops for Cancer head shaves had reached Vancouver Island. In Greater Victoria, the local police weren’t 
satisfied with breaking out the razors, though; they wanted to try something bigger. A brainstorming session between 
the cops and the Canadian Cancer Society resulted in the suggestion of a bike ride the length of the Island. 

At the time it seemed like a crazy idea. But as the goal was to raise money for children battling cancer, it was decided 
that the bike ride would be worth trying. 

The first ride in 1998 attracted a group of 16 police officers who took up the cause. The Canadian Cancer Society enlisted 
the help of incredible community sponsors, including what it is now named Coast Capital Savings. In its first year, Cops 
for Cancer Tour de Rock raised $325,000. 

Since then the amount has grown and grown. To date, Tour de Rock has raised more than $26 million for pediatric cancer 
research and support programs like Camp Goodtimes. Tour de Rock started a domino effect, launching three other Tours 
across British Columbia riding in support of Cops for Cancer. 

The 2021 Tour de Rock Team will hit the road again this fall, with a goal of raising over $600,000. We thank the support-
ers and communities across Vancouver Island, who for the last 24 years have taken upon themselves the mission of cre-
ating a world where no Canadian fears cancer. 
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STUDENT INFORMATION 

NISS uses an automated email system to send out attendance 

notices and important school information.  Please ensure that 

we have your current email, mailing address and phone num-

bers on file so that we may communicate effectively. 

Parents may email teachers directly regarding students.  Staff 

contact information is available on our website at: http://

www.niss.ca 

ATTENDANCE 

If your child is going to be absent from school, please phone, send a 

note or email the office to excuse them.   

If you receive an absent email and you have questions about it, please 

reply to the email.  Attendance emails are read throughout the day. 

Students leaving during the day must sign out in the office.  They will 

not be marked excused until a parent phones or emails the office. 

Students that are sick during the day will be sent home only after a par-

ent has been contacted.  

 

PAC MEMBERS 

 

New PAC members are needed for the 2020/2021 school year. 

PAC is looking for parent volunteers.  With the new school year, 

some PAC members will no longer be participating as their chil-

dren graduate.  Parent representation is encouraged and wel-

comed at NISS. 

Follow this link to read more on what a PAC is and does:  

http://www.sd85.bc.ca/?page_id=5866 

If you are able to volunteer for a monthly meeting and/or school 

activities, please contact the school at (250) 956-3394 . 

VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL 

For the safety of all, we ask that ALL 
visitors to the school, follow the guide-
lines at the front door. Masks are re-
quired by all who enter North Island 
Secondary School. For the time being, 
we are restricting access to the school 
on a needs basis.  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Oct. 15– Quarter 1 Interims mailed 

home 

Oct. 22—Pro-D Day 

Nov. 3 - School Photo Re-takes 

Nov. 4– Grade 12 Literacy Assessments 

Nov. 11-Remembrance Day 

Nov. 12– Quarter 1 Ends 

Nov. 15-Quarter 2 Starts 

 IDLE FREE ZONE 

A reminder to all student and 

parent drivers to follow the 

idle free zone rules while on 

NISS property. 

SCENT FREE ZONE 

A reminder that NISS is a scent 

free zone.  Students and visitors 

to the school, please refrain from 

using scented products while on 

NISS Property. 

 

Public Health Nurse visit has changed to Monday’s at lunch.  Details to 
book appointments are on the door of Room 202. 

http://northislandsecondary.edublogs.org/faculty-2/
http://northislandsecondary.edublogs.org/faculty-2/
http://www.sd85.bc.ca/?page_id=5866
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Erase is all about building safe and caring school communities.  This includes empowering students, parents, educators and the 

community partners who support them to get help with challenges., report concerns to schools, and learn about complex issues 
facing students.  Services and Information Topics are: 

Online Safety, Mental Health & Well-Being, Bullying & Violence, Substance Use, and  
Sexual Orientation & Gender Identity.  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/erase  

The Tobacco & Vaping Products Act states there is 
NO  

smoking/vaping on school grounds.  

 

 

     

Here's the link for the 2021/2022 Poetry and Short Story Contests. Students might be interested to write and 
the chance to be published. Oh, there are prizes too! 

 

https://www.polarexpressions.ca/StudentContests.html 

 Youth Health Clinic 

 The Youth Health Clinic is in 

Room 112 on Monday’s at 

lunch. Text (250) 230-2525 

with name and birthdate.  

 Thursdays 3-4:30 @ Public 

Health Office 

ALLERGIES!! 

We have students and staff with severe allergies.  

They are: 

PEANUTS  

PEANUT PRODUCTS 

MINT 

PERFUME 

SEASAME SEEDS 

BALLOONS (LATEX 

PRODUCTS) 

SHELLFISH 

KIWI 

TREE NUTS SUCH AS WALNUTS, HAZELNUTS, PECANS, 

BRAZIL NUTS 

The BC School Fruit and Vegetable Nutritional Program is brought to your 

school by the BC Agriculture in the Classroom Foundation—a non-profit 

organization, dedicated to “working to bring BC agriculture and food edu-

cation to students throughout the province”. The Foundation works with 

local farmers and distributors to bring fresh BC products to students in 

public and First Nations schools throughout BC. 

We are happy to be involved in this wonderful program again this year.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/erase
https://www.polarexpressions.ca/StudentContests.html
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 Learning Commons Hours for Q1 

Mon/Wed/Fri 8:30 to 8:48 

Tuesdays  Lunchtime 

A block 
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Truth and Reconciliation Walk with 

Sunset Elementary School 

Truth and Reconciliation Ceremony at NISS 
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 9   Be kind  -   Be Calm  -  Be Safe 

NISS Student Council is a lunch-time club made up 
of students grades 8-12, who want to plan, organ-
ize, and execute activities for their peers. In the 
past, we have run fundraisers such as Christmas 
Candygrams and Match-o-Matics and typically or-

ganize several Spirit Weeks. To kick off this year, we will have a costume contest with prizes for 
the best costumes, in conjunction with our Halloween-themed Spirit Week. Student participa-
tion in any of our events is encouraged (it makes the school year more fun), and new members 
are always welcome. We meet the first and third Mondays of each month in room 100 (Ms. Ken-
nedy’s room). Feel free to drop by and attend a meeting or contact any of our members to ask 
questions!  

 

There is a suggestion box located in the office, as well as we regularly update and run polls/ask 
for suggestions on both our Instagram @student_council_niss and our Facebook NISS Student 
Council.  

Student Council  

Sports Corner 

-Senior Boys volleyball practice Tuesday 3:30-5:00 and Wednesday at lunch. 

-Girls volleyball practices are Monday and Wednesday after school from 3:30-5:00 

-Soccer intramurals will be starting soon. See Ms. Grayson in the gym for a team registration 

form.  

-Basketball season will be starting-please stay tuned for more information. 
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New Kids on the Block Gilakas’la - Welcome 

Debbie Janveau, LART (Learning Assistance Resource Teacher)- Hi, I have had 
the pleasure of teaching and working with the children and families of the North 
Island since 1991. I have been fortunate to work at Cheslakees, Sunset School 
and now NISS.   

This year I made the transition from Elementary school to my current position as 
LART at NISS.  It has been wonderful to see and work with some of my past stu-
dents and to see the circle of school life in its completion.  As well I am grateful 
for the opportunity to support the students of NISS, make new connections and 

“Kenzie Grayson grew up in Nanaimo and graduated from 
Vancouver Island University with her bachelor of education 
and teachable in Physical and Health Education. While she 
attended university, she played collegiate volleyball for the 
VIU Mariners, where they won Nationals in 2019. Along 
with volleyball, she enjoys many sports, outdoor activities, 
camping, traveling and animals. “ 

Kenzie Grayson-PE Teacher  

Robert Head moved to BC in 2017,  teaching in Prince Rupert/Port Edward (4/5, K-5) and 
on Vancouver Island (4/5 & 6/7 French Immersion, 8/9/10 ELA and 10 Careers).  

Prior to leaving Ontario/Quebec, Robert completed PhD coursework in Education at uOtta-
wa, where he also completed a Master of Arts in Education in 2015. Robert holds an arts 
degree in English literature from McGill University, a science degree in secondary education 
from the University of Maine at Presque Isle, and K-12/secondary school teacher certifica-
tions with specializations in ELA and Social Studies from Maine, Ontario and BC. This year, 
Robert commenced an Inclusive Education Graduate Certificate Program at VIU. 

Robert has worked with educational and corporate organizations internationally, and has 
acted as an academic journal peer reviewer, published a number of articles and received 

numerous scholarships and awards, including mention on the dean’s list every term while attending uMaine, a uOtta-
wa Faculty of Education Dean’s Scholarship and an Admission Excellence Scholarship for PhD studies. Robert has 
worked as a University of Ottawa Learning Specialist, and is a member of the Learning Specialist Association of Cana-
da. Robert is also a founding associate of marketing research industry company Head Research Inc. 

Transparently, Robert is a passionate car restorer, painter, writer and self-professed "putterer". Robert moved to Port 
McNeill in August with husband Eric Chen, who is a Registered Nurse in Port McNeill, and their 20 year old cat, Purr. 
Robert & Eric chose Port McNeill owing to its similarities to Prince Rupert and location on the island; "We wanted to 
find a friendly town where we could enjoy a quality of life that is elusive in larger centres, and have the option of occa-
sional urban getaways that don't require air travel." 

Robert's staff activities at NISS include GSA group "Rainbow Warriors", and more. 

Robert Head– Careers/English Teacher 



 11 

Masks must be worn inside at all times unless eating or sitting at 

your desk 6 feet away from others. Hand sanitizing must be done 

upon entering the school. We must do our part to stop the spread 

of COVID-19. Parent, please ensure you are doing a daily health 

check with your child.     https://bc.thrive.health/ 

https://bc.thrive.health/
https://bc.thrive.health/
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Gilakas’la, welcome to a new school year. 

I am very excited to work with all of our students again this year. I would especially like to 

welcome our grade 12s back for their final year. A student’s grade 12 year is often a time of 

transition. Not only are they working to complete their final courses towards graduation, 

but they are also planning for life after high school. As this year progresses, I would like to 

remind all students of the requirements towards graduation as shown on the checklist. If 

you have any questions regarding credits toward graduation, please feel free to make an ap-

pointment.  

We are now in the process of assisting students interested in taking NIC Dual Credit Courses 

for the winter term. Dual credit programing can be an excellent way for grade 12 students 

to transition to post secondary life. Students can earn credits both at the high-school and 

post secondary level.  For further information on Dual Credit Programs please visit https://

www.nic.bc.ca/audience/future-students/dual-credit/. Or to find out if it’s a right fit for 

you, please make an appointment at nmitchell@sd85.bc.ca. 

Many of the post-secondary trades, college and university programs are now accepting ap-

plications for the 2022 year. Please visit post-secondary websites for further details on ap-

plication deadlines. An excellent way for students to begin to explore post-secondary op-

tions is to speak with advisors. This year Post Secondary BC invites all grade 11 and 12 stu-

dents to visit their virtual fair. Here students can virtually tour many colleges and universi-

ties in BC. There are live informational events students can attend. You can even speak to 

advisors live and enter to win prizes.  There are 7 all-day events to choose from! Please see 

below for further information or visit https://www.postsecondarybc.ca/. 

Looking forward to working with all of you this year!  

Nina Mitchell  

https://www.nic.bc.ca/audience/future-students/dual-credit/
https://www.nic.bc.ca/audience/future-students/dual-credit/
https://www.postsecondarybc.ca/

